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This year at Impact, Aug. 27-30, students had the opportunity to build relationships not only amongst themselves, but also throughout the Searcy community. Students were divided into two large groups which rotated between service projects and group bonding activities.

First Ladies Garden to ‘sprout’ Homecoming weekend
By Julie Anne White
News Editor

The new First Ladies Garden
between Shores Hall and Legacy
Park is set to sprout by Homecoming
weekend this year. Vice President
for Alumni and Parent Relations
Liz Howell said the garden will
be dedicated on Oct. 24 at 11 a.m.
According to Howell, the projected
cost of the garden is approximately
$650,000, which she fundraised
from Harding alumni. According
to Howell,
almost all of the money
mden
-- Henry
was donated by women.
“People have really embraced this
idea,” Howell said. “We have lots of
generous people who helped make
this dream a reality.”

Howell said the proposal for the
garden was made in 2013 as a way
to honor Chancellor David Burks
and his wife Leah Burks as he
stepped down from his presidency.
Initially, the garden was going to
be positioned between the Ezell
building and Keller Hall, but Burks
and Howell decided it would better
serve as a connection between the
new Legacy apartments and the
older parts of campus.
The garden will include five distinct
semicircles along its main path with
each of the five former first ladies’
favorite flowers. At one end of the
main path is the Legacy bell tower,
and at the other end there will be a
fountain with a sculpture inside. The

design for the sculpture is identical
to the new logo created for the 50th
anniversary of the Christian service
organization Women for Harding.
The retaining wall for the parking
lot in front of Shores and Pryor has
been converted into a Legacy Wall of
Honor, with plaques commemorating women from Harding’s history.
According to Howell, plaques of
recognition for family members,
professors and graduates can also
be purchased for $1,000, or $17 per
month over a 60 month period. The
plaques are four inches by one foot
brushed stainless steel.
“In every family there is a first
lady — someone who holds the
family together,” Howell said. “It’s an

opportunity to honor the significance
of women in Harding’s history.”
Howell said an enclosed secret
garden area and an outdoor classroom will be placed on the lawn
between Pryor and Shores. The
outdoor classroom will include stone
benches set up in an amphitheater
formation and a stone podium for
professors. Howell said the idea for
the classroom came from history
professor Dr. Kevin Klein.
Klein said outdoor classes happen
frequently at Harding, and he believes
in their benefits. The new classroom
area could potentially cut down on
problems like excessive noise or lack
of seating.
“The idea was to have a space

where you know you’ve minimized
the negative distractions,” Klein said.
“When we change up rhythms, it
can help us to reconnect with our
students. It’s about getting out of
a rut.”
Klein said a system will be established for teachers to periodically
reserve the classroom area to ensure
it can be utilized by as many teachers
as possible.
Although the First Ladies Garden is scheduled for completion by
Homecoming, Howell said there is
plenty of room for growth. More
flowerbeds may be added to empty
spaces in the main walkway for future
Harding first ladies, connecting pieces
of Harding history in a tangible way.

Courtesy of the Office of Alumni and Parent Relations

Global Missions Experience to attract more than 1,000 students
By Joshua Johnson
Opinions Editor

On Sept. 17-20, the Global Missions
Experience (GME) anticipates bringing
more than 1,000 Christian university
students together at Harding University
at Tahkodah (HUT) for a long weekend
of missionary education and cross-cultural
simulation workshops. The cost is $30 for
Harding students and $45 for non-Harding
students and includes meals, lodging and a
T-shirt. Dr. Kent Brantly will be a featured
speaker throughout the event weekend.
Shawn Daggett, director of the Center
for World Missions, is in charge of directing
the GME. Daggett said that a central part
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of the experience will be the classes offered
to help students from every field of study to
understand where they fit into God’s mission.
“While the missions major and the missions
minor — those planning to spend their lives
in full-time mission work — will be benefitted
greatly by this intense experience, it is meant
to be for everybody,” Daggett said.
Alongside classes and keynote speakers,
Daggett said the weekend will include many
true-to-life simulations, such as a market
experience where students are given a certain amount of foreign currency and told to
exchange it for food and other necessities in
an unfamiliar culture. The experience will also
include counseling simulations and will help

students prepare for situations they might
encounter in mission work or in everyday life.
Daggett said the weekend will be about
minimal instruction and maximum experience.
“The (GME) will be a short-term learning experience for a lifetime of seeing how
every vocation fits into God’s mission,”
Daggett said.
Junior Drew Howerton, one of two student
leaders for the GME, said he hopes students
have high expectations for the event, because
he believes those expectations will be both met
and exceeded. Howerton quoted Dean of the
College of Bible and Ministry Monte Cox as
saying, “God is seeking those who are seeking
those who are seeking him.”
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Check out the latest
standings in flag football

Shooting at AME causes flag
to be removed

“Our hope is that every student will leave with
a renewed passion to carry out God’s relentless
mission, regardless of where their futures will take
them,” Howerton said.
The GME is built on the foundation of the
World Mission Workshop, which had its first
session in 1961 at then Harding College,according
to Daggett. The theme this year is ‘Relentless.’
“God is relentless in the search for his lost
creation,” Daggett said. “He is relentless in
his search for each of us, … and it should be
our relentless pursuit to seek him and find
him as his disciples.”
Registration for the GME can be done
up until the event at www.harding.edu/
events/global-missions-exp.

Senior Park Parish,
page 4B
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Regal Cinemas in McCain
Mall now checks bags
Movie theaters nationwide
work to prevent violence
Graphic by SAWYER HITE

In an interview with the
National Public Radio’s (NPR)
Due to the rise in gun vio- Andrew Limbong, Andre
lence in theaters over the past Smith, an associate manager
decade, Regal Entertainment at a Regal Cinemas said that
Group recently updated their if a customer refused to have
admittance policy.
their bag checked, admittance
The Regal Entertainment would not be allowed and the
Group website states that “to customer would be able to
ensure the safety of our guests receive a full refund.
and employees, backpacks and
“(We would) apologize for
bags of any kind are subject to the inconvenience, and then
inspection prior to admission.” we’ll offer you a refund,” Smith
The website added that al- said. “Or we could always hold
though the procedure can be your bag for you.”
an inconvenience, it is minor in
Smith told NPR that since the
comparison to increased safety. change in policy has occurred,
By Zach Hailey
Editor-in-Chief

no firearms or other weapons
have been found.
I had to dump my illegal
contraband (affordable
snacks and drinks I smuggled in) which put a major
damper on my experience.

-Mary Alice Stovall
Senior

Senior Mary Alice Stovall
grew up in North Little Rock,
Arkansas, home to the Regal
Cinemas at the McCain Mall.
Stovall said that in her
most recent visit to the movie
theater, she was stopped for a

bag inspection.
“For one, I had to dump my
illegal contraband, (affordable
snacks and drinks I smuggled
in) which put a major damper
on my experience,” Stovall
said. “It felt like going to an
amusement park. They check
your bag and prod through it a
little, and then you move on.”
Stovall said that she recognizes
the safety precautions taken
to prevent incidents like the
Aurora, Colorado, shooting,
but also feels as if her privacy
is being invaded.
“My bag is my possession, just

as my house is my possession,”
Stovall said. “For someone to
search my house, the police
need a warrant or a probable
cause. It seems logical that
the same principle should be
afforded to all possessions, even
in a public place.”
According to Regal Cinemas,
the right to check bags has
always been in their policy.
According to CNN, shootings
have occurred in Lafayette,
Louisiana, and another attack
in Murfreesboro, Tennessee.
Regal hopes to reduce future
incidents with this new policy.

#PrayingForTheWaldrons New cameras to
cut down crime

Health Sciences building
and according to Russell
The Department of it was considered a signifPublic Safety is planning on icant success. Russell said
installing new cameras in the one camera deterred
parking lots and residence campus crime, therefore
halls around campus by increasing the number of
the end of the year. The cameras around campus
objective is to have every should lead to more of
residence hall equipped the same deterrence.
with an effective camera
Another reason for the
system, because current- increase in cameras is that
ly some residence halls the cost of coverage has
do not have any camera gone down substantially
systems and many do not over the last few years.
have the security coverage Traditionally security camthat Public Safety would eras have been expensive
prefer.
per unit and expensive
“We are working con- to install. However, as
stantly to try to expand security camera costs have
our use of technology to fallen, Public Safety has
AMANDA FLOYD| The Bison help make campus safer,” seized the opportunity to
Men’s social club Knights is selling T-shirts for $15 to raise funds for 2015 graduate Harrison
Craig Russell, director of broaden camera coverage
Waldron’s medical expenses after his ATV accident in August. Shirts can be purchased in the
Public Safety, said. “We around campus.
Campus Activities Board Office. For compiled updates on #PrayingForTheWaldrons, follow
don’t want to do so in
The overall goal of the
@HUStudentPubs on Storify.
a way that intrudes on camera expansion is to
people’s privacy, but we make students feel safer
want to do so in a way and prevent crimes such
that protects our students as theft from occurring.
and protects our students’
Nonetheless, security
belongings on campus.” cameras are only part of
In order to protect stu- any effective Safety system.
“In my opinion, this issue comes
In addition, the men’s social club
By Hannah Moore
down to a misunderstanding of what Chi Sigma Alpha will be changing dent privacy, residence hall Russell said he encourages
Beat Reporter
Following the mass shooting that symbols are and how they are not its symbol because it is thought to cameras will be placed in students to take the time
occurred at the Emanuel African immutable to change,” Piershale closely resemble the Confederate flag. the lobbies and at building to lock car doors and make
“We aren’t trying to hide anything entrances and exists, but sure rooms are closed.
Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church said. “I think that it would be unrea“The most common
in Charleston, South Carolina, this sonable to assume that every person at all,” Luke Kays, senior president not in the hallways around
June, photographs of the suspect, that displays the Confederate flag is of Chi Sigma Alpha, said. “We’re rooms.
crime on campus is theft
Dylann Roof, waving a Confederate a racist because that’s just not true.” just going to start fresh and design
As a pilot project, Public and is almost entirely
a new crest. We as a club are proud Safety installed a single preventable,” Russell said.
flag surfaced, supporting the idea that
We as a club are proud that that we don’t stand for what we were parking lot camera near
he was in fact a white-supremacist.
“Don’t leave your common
we don’t stand for what we originally founded on.”
The Confederate flag has since
the Swaid Center for sense at home.”
were originally founded on.
Piershale said the issue lies with
been removed from the Statehouse
the symbol’s historically negative
in Columbia, the capital of South
-Luke Kays connotation.
Carolina, but other states such as
Senior
“It’s okay to have your Southern
Louisiana refuse to remove Conpride but that shouldn’t be tied infederate monuments, citing their
Section 4 of the Harding Uni- trinsically to a particular symbol,”
historical importance to the South.
“The Confederate flag was a flag versity Student Handbook states: Piershale said. “I think it’s important
used by military forces that fought “The use of vulgarity, profanity and to acknowledge and understand
in the defense of slavery,” assistant any offensive language or offensive that for a lot of other people, this
professor of history Shawn Fisher symbols will not be tolerated.” The is a symbol that brings back a lot
said. “The Klu Klux Klan (KKK) was controversy has brought into question of memories of facing oppression,
founded after the Confederacy lost the University’s consideration of the violence and potentially even worse.”
Neal said it is important to adhere
and used its flag as a symbol. There Confederate flag as an “offensive
symbol.”
to
Scripture
and reamin thoughtful
is no doubt of the historic origin of
“Even prior to this becoming a of the flag’s potentially offensive
this flag and what its meaning was. If
you’re saying that the flag isn’t about topic that was in the media, I have effects on others.
“A greater topic I see is us being
those things, you’re trying to revise asked students to remove the Conhistory, and more importantly, you’re federate flag from their window,” mindful of our community and
trying to say that this flag isn’t about Dean of Students Zach Neal said. being sensitive to what would make
the loss of blood, division, disunity, “We follow the expectations in the members of our community more at
handbook, and those have been in ease,” Neal said. “I think we’ve been
hate and lynchings.”
Senior Grayson Piershale said place for years. If there is a possibility proactive about using the precedence
he believes the flag’s meaning has of offending someone, then we would of Scripture, making sure that everyone
want to be proactive.”
is treated with respect.”
altered over time.
By Chase Newburn
Student Writer

Campus reacts to Confederate
controversy, policies stand
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Give the Pope a chance
ghost of tradition. Pope Francis continues
to define the religious and practical lives of
over 1 billion people, and his words actively
effect change in the broader community.
The second trend is dangerous. While
the pope is deeply and unavoidably political, he is nothing like a player in the
current political drama known as the
2016 presidential election. Trump, Bush,
Sanders, and Clinton might be reducible
to a series of yes-no voting positions, but
Pope Francis stands out by resisting all
reductionism.
This is why Pope Francis is worth your
attention. This is why you should listen
to him — not uncritically, mind you, but
carefully. Francis does things differently
than his predecessors. He never wanted to
be pope, and while his position is a product of a deeply complicated hierarchy, he
remains free to follow motivations other
than those that fuel the American political
system: namely his theology.
At first glance, it may seem like Pope
Francis is playing the game for popularity,
but the full picture shows most of his unusual habits are deeply ingrained into his
background. Much of Francis’ popularity
stems from his disregard for the typical
stuffy dignity of the office. Like our own
President McLarty, Francis has a robust and
active Twitter account, and he welcomes
selfies with his admirers.
On the pope’s trip to the U.S., he will
visit a school in East Harlem and a prison
in Philadelphia, among the usual papal
visits to D.C. and high-profile Catholic
centers. All of this could be mistaken for
political maneuvering, were it not for

john philip baker

guest
writer

A

s Pope Francis prepares for his
first-ever visit to the United States
this September, a question is beginning to
resurface in the media: what does the pope
actually mean to the American public?
Sure, he’s a popular guy — and I’m hardly
the first non-Catholic to write in praise
of the latest Holy Father — but why is he
worth your attention, even if you aren’t one
of the 69 million Catholics in the U.S.?
Two trends seem to dominate public
(non-Catholic) perception of the man
formerly known as Jorge Bergoglio. On
one hand some people see him, like any
other pope, as a relic of an obsolete religious
hierarchy. These are the kind of people
that reply “Is the pope Catholic?” to your
earnest questions or otherwise poke fun at
Catholicism as if it were some harmless
but laughably misguided religious society.
Nevermind that it has more adherents than
any other religion in the world.
The other trend identifies Pope Francis
as nothing more than a bundle of political
positions, predictably dividing people into
two further sorts: those who approve of
those positions and those who don’t.
The first trend is naive; of course Catholicism is relevant. Mere numbers testify
to that, not just globally but locally, and
the papacy is far more than some lingering

joshua johnson

his long-time solidarity with the poor in
Argentina, and his constant dedication
to a clear theological message regardless
of its popularity.
Think, for instance, of Francis’ second
encyclical published earlier this year. At
184 pages, “Laudato si” is hardly meant
to appeal to the short attention span of
the public. Instead, Francis’ encyclicals are
genuine, deep, theologically and scientifically grounded analyses of public events.
Christian communities — Catholic or
otherwise — have a lot to learn from the
way the pope does public policy.
If you agree with the pope’s positions,
all the better. If you disagree, then at least
acknowledge that a thoughtful, well-reasoned
application of Christianity does not always
coincide with your beliefs. For millions,
Pope Francis is the infallible voice of the
church in an increasingly secular world;
to dismiss him or to politicize him, both
would be to endanger the strongest presence Christians have in the public sphere.
So before Pope Francis hits U.S. soil,
and before he explodes back into the
media, take some time to explore who
he is and what he believes about our
relation to God’s world. Read part of his
encyclicals or, less ambitiously, some of
his recent speeches. And maybe, instead
of asking whether Francis coincides with
your political position, ask whether he
coincides with the gospel.
JOHN PHILIP BAKER is a guest writer for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
jbaker11@harding.edu.

FA C E S I N T H E C R O W D
Casey Stringer,
Senior

“It’s a really good upgrade to the Student
Center. It’s something
students actually want
to eat.”

“WHAT DO YOU THINK OF EINSTEIN’S BAGELS?”
Lauren Bolin,
Cana Moore,
Caleb Tremainer,
Senior
Senior
Senior

“I think it’s a good
addition for people
who don’t like Taco
Bell.”

“I’m really excited
that they’re here. They
have a good variety
of food, which is what
we needed.”

“I like it, because you
have the coffee options
Java City had, and
more food options,
which is cheap.”

A different Minion opinion
tori strother

guest
writer

A

s college students in the 21st century, we have been witness to more
ridiculous and unexplainable trends than
we know what to do with. No amount of
time can erase from my memory the sting
of seeing an arm swaddled with tiny colorful
Silly Bandz or the unforgettable clog-like
rubber presence of Crocs, both of which
most of us have partaken in. But there is
one recent trend I cannot seem to wrap my
mind around: the Minions.
We have all seen them lurking from
around every corner and plastered in every
grocery store. Their plump, yellow bodies
are seemingly inhuman and their large
bespectacled eyes leer at us, sizing us up

as perfect targets.
The Minion craze began after the first
“Despicable Me” movie, in which the
Minions were merely supporting characters. After seeing the audience’s positive
response to the horde of friendly helpers,
directors gave the Minions a larger role in
the second film, and eventually their own
feature film, released earlier this year. For
me, the obsession just does not compute.
Minions are characterized by a small,
yellow, bean-shaped body, one or two eyes
covered with goggles, denim overalls and
several strands of hair. They all seem to
be rather jovial, energetic, and, I must say,
mischievous. Many people are unaware of
the craze associated with the characters
or they claim to be indifferent. Once one
becomes aware of the Minions, I warn that
it is hard to stay indifferent for long. There
is no neutrality when it comes to Minions:
it is either love or hate.
Their little faces decorate T-shirts,
backpacks, piñatas, shoes; everyday another

medium seems to appear. And what is more
infuriating is that people seem to be able
to distinguish one Minion from another.
Several of them have names and apparent
personalities. To me, they are one irritating
enigma. Singling one Minion from the herd
would be beyond my will and mental capacity.
A Bible verse I feel is very applicable here
is Mark 5:9, “And Jesus asked him, ‘What
is your name?’ He replied, ‘My name is
Legion, for we are many.’”
I do not believe that this obsession will
fade as quickly as those in the past, for now
Minions have dug their little heels into our
culture and are preying on consumers who
happily welcome them into their homes
and closets. If you are a Minion fan, this
does not mean that we cannot be friends.
But I do not get it, and I will question your
judgment.
TORI STROTHER is a guest writer
for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
vstrothe@harding.edu.

don’t mind me...

Form ever
follows function

I

do not like the architectural layout of my dorm
room.
It is misleading and frustrating on so many
levels, mainly in the way that open space guides
you into the room and then turns you towards the
sink, rather than towards the more pleasant areas
with the beds and the desks.
Let me explain where I’m coming from.
While it is not for me to judge anyone else’s
work, I do know a thing or two about modern architecture. I care about the way things look — the
way form and function coalesce to create pleasing
visual aesthetics. You see, (brace yourself for a nerd
session) I spent my high school years giving tours
of the Frank Lloyd Wright house Fallingwater,
located in Mill Run, Pennsylvania. For those who
don’t know much about Frank Lloyd Wright, he
was infatuated with form over function. So much
so, in fact, that many of his roofs would leak like a
faucet because they were often flat. And even though
clients complained, Wright insisted it was simply a
consequence of the design — certainly not a flaw in
his architecture. He would even bluntly tell home
owners to invest in buckets.
While this may seem like an egotistical method
of dealing with conflict, I understand where Wright
is coming from. Whether we admit it or not, we
care about how things look, often more than we care
about how they function from a practical standpoint.
In a New York Times article from May 2009, Alice
Rawsthorn talks about how the quote “form follows
function” can actually be traced back to Louis Sullivan (ironically one of Frank Lloyd Wright’s most
influential mentors). Modern designers, however,
have taken this philosophy and completely reversed
it. Apple engineers in particular can be attributed to
the modern trend of looks taking precedence over
functionality. In the aforementioned Times article,
Rawsthorn talks about how the iPod Shuffle is “so
small, half the size of its predecessor, that they could
make it in the same shape as one of those pins that
clip on to clothing. This means the Shuffle’s form
does reflect one of its functions, albeit the very
minor one of attaching itself to a jacket, but gives
no hint as to its more important role of storing and
playing hundreds of songs.”
On the other side of this spectrum, however, there
are those who care so much about the practicality
of an invention that form is essentially tossed to the
wayside. The Japanese actually have a word for this,
“chindogu,” which is basically the art of inventing
seemingly useful gadgets that are too impractical
to use. A few real-life inventions that make this
list are umbrellas doubling as neckties (for when
unexpected thunderstorms hit in the office), T-shirts
with an X-Y axis on the back (so you can explain
exactly where you would like it scratched) and what
the Japanese call “Fone Face,” a clown-esque mask
that is apparently acceptable to wear in public and
conceals a cellular receiver (so you can take those
unimportant phone calls in public without being
judged by your peers).
So say what you will about Frank Lloyd Wright.
At the end of the day, form and function will forever
be at odds with each other. Both camps win the
occasional victory, and sometimes they achieve an
impressive compromise, but it is for every individual
to decide where they want to stand.
In my dorm room, they clearly chose the route of
functionality. So be it. It is not my place to judge or
criticize … I will simply passive-aggressively transfer
to a new dorm, and all will be right in the world.

JOSHUA JOHNSON is the opinions editor
for the Bison.
He may be contacted at jjohnson4@
harding.edu.
Twitter: @joshjohnson146
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zach hailey

hailey to
the chief

remember when I was a young boy
being over the top about all things
that interested me. Pokemon cards
were worth more than gold, followed
closely by whatever new movies and
games were coming out that could be
played on my first generation Playstation. I was consumed by playing
with swords with my neighbors and
couldn’t wait to get home and tell my
parents about every little detail that
had happened in my day. I’d ramble
on and on about things that honestly,
they probably didn’t care about. I was
so consumed with the small pleasures
that life handed to me at the time,
and I specifically remember being
whole-heartedly satisfied with them.
Switch gears with me a little and
jump ahead about 15 years. Pokemon
cards are still cool, but they are all in
a shoebox at home collecting dust.
Those movies are still great but they
are outdated. The things that once
seemed so large now pale in comparison to what I am interested in now.
Just a little over two weeks ago,
I was in an accident with Harrison
Waldron. We are all aware of the
situation so I won’t dive into the
nitty-gritty. However, I learned very
quickly that although there are good
things in life that are important,
thrilling and exciting, they truly are
dust in the wind when compared to
things that matter.
Family, friends and every memory
made is what keeps us excited about
what the future may hold. The stories
you share together with those people
and the laughs that come with them
are what mean so much, everything
else is just dust.
At a time like this, I don’t feel
depressed, or angry or even guilty,
though grief does have its place. I
have, however, been exposed to the
immense good that has come from
such a dark and difficult situation.
My eyes were snapped open when
people from all corners of the world
sent encoraging messages, raised
funds, provided dinners and much
more for not just the Waldrons, but
also for me and my wife. The sheer
numbers of people reaching out to
aid the Waldrons is a testament to
the beautiful network that is the
body of Christ.
This semester, we are going to be
talking about a lot of dust. Things that
excite us, make us laugh, teach us and
help us think in different ways. We
are going to talk about other people’s
stories, some dating all the way back
to the beginning of the United States.
We will discuss hard topics and even
debates, as well as trivial topics.
Harrison and Hayley Waldron
are in the middle of a story that is
unravalling before them more and
more every day. I have always been
a gigantic fanatic of stories that are
worth listening or watching, (i.e.
Gladiator, Saving Private Ryan, every
episode of Blue’s Clue’s) and I was
always so easily sucked into them.
Although so much of what is around
us is temporary, there are still stories
to be shared like the Waldrons.
For all of you out there who have
been praying, giving and encouraging
relentlessly let me take the time to say
thank you so much. Just like that, you
have become a part of a bigger story.
A story that I believe resonates above
all of that dust in the wind.
ZACH HAILEY is the
editor-in-chief for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
zhailey@harding.edu.
Twitter: @zach_hailey

illustration by RACHEL GIBSON

I

Dust in
the wind

Home is where the Harding is
natalie e. smith

guest
writer

T

he concept of home is a funny thing. Until
last fall if you had asked me about my home
I would have told you that I was from Central
Arkansas. I would’ve told you that I lived in a
large, red brick house with my parents and my
eighteen-year-old brother, Dylan. I might’ve told
you about my cats (eight in total), my dog and
the little green frogs that stick on the windows
in the summertime.
Now as I sit looking at my calendar reading
that, somehow, I have departed this week for
Iceland to begin my semester at HUE, my answer
has changed. I don’t feel myself holding on to
my twelve-year-old self ’s decision to paint my

walls with bright green stripes or to the big red
curtains at the back of my house that look like
they belong on a stage. I doubt I will yearn for
couch cushions ripped by kitten claws or the
endless supply of Diet Coke that always seems
to inhabit my refrigerator.
I find myself clinging to Harding with all of
my might. I find myself pining already for the
click-clack of my boot heels against the brick
walkway traversing the front lawn as orange
and yellow leaves fall about me, the constant
fear of being struck by a passing long-boarder
outside of the Student Center and the comfort
that comes with knowing Mrs. Norma will greet
me on days I choose to suffer through the 12
o’clock lunch rush to the caf. Already I miss
the small oddities of Harding; our uncanny
obsession with “hammock-ing” (I’ve still never
been in one), our collective love of Ben Rector
and the rejoicing that ensues when Aramark
blesses us with chicken nuggets. Never in my
life have I felt more at peace in such an odd
and busy place. Amidst all of the noise and the
bustle of a small-town college campus I have

found comfort and serenity.
This is no thanks, however, to some breakthrough in architecture that has made me fall in
love with this campus or to how aurally pleasing
the chime of the clock in the afternoon may be,
but thanks to each of the souls I’ve met during
my time at Harding. No matter how much or
how little impact any of you have had on my
life, you’ve helped build my new home and for
that, I am so grateful.
The home I have built out of the students and
faculty of Harding University has been such a
refuge to me that now I find it near impossible to
say goodbye. But I have to. When I arrive back
in Arkansas, I’ll come home, ready to embrace
each of my precious memories once again, even
those refusing to wear any shoes but Chacos in
the dead of winter.
NATALIE E. SMITH is a guest
writer for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
nsmith12@harding.edu.

Interested in writing a guest column?
Contact Joshua Johnson at jjohnson4@harding.edu.
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Just the
Clax Guilty pleasures

hen I was a kid, my sister read to me
all of the time. Seldom did a day go
by without me sitting in her lap, enthralled
by “Curious George” or “Clifford the Big Red
Dog.” One of my favorites was “The Monster
at the End of this Book.” It’s a story about
Grover — the lovable neurotic from Sesame
Street — who panics when he sees on the title
page that there is a monster at the end of the
book. In a series of increasingly desperate pleas
to the readers, Grover begs us not to read any
further. His paranoid logic is impeccable — if
we do not turn pages, we indeed cannot reach
the end of the book where the monster is.
But alas, young readers are stubborn and
mischievous. Pages are turned, the end inches
near and poor Grover goes into full-blown
hysteria. At one point he even builds a brick
wall across the page to stop us, and yet readers
can smash that wall with a mere flip of the
page corner. On the penultimate page, Grover
is in a state of psychic collapse. The dreaded
monster is only one turn away, and the furry
blue Muppet grovels for mercy.
But then comes the twist. As it turns out,
Grover himself is the monster at the end of
the book. There was no need for panic after all,
and calm is restored to Sesame Street. As Pogo
says, “We have seen the enemy, and he is us.”
My sister read that book and many othersto
me over and over. Even before I could read
by myself, I could tell if she missed a single
word, and I would correct her. Now, I’m not
tooting my own precocious horn here; many
children memorize their favorite books. But
there was more to the pleasure than that.
Whether it was my sister or my parents or
anyone else reading, I loved the warmth
and closeness of the moment. Books enable
bonding — the feeling that child and reader
are on an adventure together.
And there’s no question that this immer-

michael
claxton

sion in stories gave me a head start in school
(and, for that matter, in my career). Studies
repeatedly show that reading to children is one
of the most beneficial things parents can do.
Next to feeding them and whatnot.
Hence my surprise this past May when I
heard that a couple of British philosophers
had questioned the practice. Adam Swift and
Harry Brighouse have been studying stable
families and wringing their hands over the
ways in which such families might confer
unfair advantages to their children. Their
thinking goes like this: Not all children are
blessed with the same family situations. Some
parents have more money than others, and
some are more nurturing than others. Thus
they conclude that the children of less wealthy
or less nurturing homes are at a disadvantage
in life. And they worry that reading to children
makes the advantage gap worse.
Swift and Brighouse briefly consider
forbidding parents to read to their children,
though mercifully they decide against it. But
an interview reveals their alarming fantasy
about leveling the playing field by dictating
habits for families. I quote, “What we realized
we needed was a way of thinking about what
it was we wanted to allow parents to do for
their children, and what it was that we didn’t
need to allow parents to do for their children,
if allowing those activities would create un-

fairness for other people’s children.”
It gets worse. Following Plato’s lead, these
two scholars briefly flirt with the idea of
abolishing the family altogether as a way to
achieve social justice, though they decide that
perhaps such a step would not work. If they
had their way, Swift and Brighouse would
certainly abolish private schools in the name
of fairness for those who cannot afford them.
At the very least, the radical philosophers
conclude, if parents insist on reading to their
children, they should occasionally think about
what they are doing to other children and
should feel guilty.
These philosophers are of course welcome to their views, but I reject this kind of
thinking. It’s noble to be concerned about the
disadvantages of others, and even nobler to do
something about them. But isn’t the obvious
solution to encourage more people to read
to their children? Why even consider taking
this advantage away from some in order to
match the deprivation of others? If “reading
to children” is a scarce resource — with only
so much of it to go around — why not work
to change that? Why talk of rationing?
My family loved reading to me. I have loved
reading to my nieces and nephews. Please
read to the children in your life. Support the
White County Literacy Council and other
efforts to help parents who struggle with
reading. Together, we may just discover that
the monster at the end of the book is not
Grover, but any worldview that threatens to
take the joy from our bedtime stories in the
name of social engineering.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest writer
for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
mclaxto1@harding.edu.
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If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff, please email Zach Hailey, the editor-in-chief, at zhailey@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS 577-660)
is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute
work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary, while still identifying
the work as the guest writers’ own.
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Salley
Says

SEC
Preview
It’s football time, guys and
gals. So without further ado,
let’s preview God’s chosen
conference: the SEC.
Eastern Division
1. Tennessee: Butch Jones’
recruiting has to pay off
eventually and this could be
the year. There’s no stand-out
team in the East, and with
Georgia, South Carolina and
Florida all lacking a proven
quarterback, the Vols are the
best September bet to win
the division.
2. South Carolina: They
have a chip on their shoulder
after a disappointing 2014
campaign. With a retooled
defense and a rejuvenated
Steve Spurrier, I think the
Gamecocks will surprise a
lot of people this fall.
3. Georgia: Welcome to
the Nick Chubb show. The
SEC’s best back will have to
be the catalyst this season if
the Bulldogs want to get to
Atlanta.
4. Florida: Talent and
speed abounds in Gainesville, but can Jim McElwain
find a way to put the pieces
back together following the
Muschamp debacle?
5. Missouri: This is the
year we find out if they have
staying-power. My early
expectation is a drop-off for
the Tigers after back-to-back
Eastern division crowns.
6. Kentucky: A better
team under Mark Stoops, but
they aren’t there yet.
7. Vanderbilt: I wouldn’t
be surprised if Derek Mason
doesn’t make it through the
year. There’s very little reason
for optimism in Nashville.
Western Division:
1. Auburn: On paper
they are loaded. Let’s see if
Jeremy Johnson can live up
to the hype and produce for
an entire season.
2. Texas A&M: Maybe
a bit of a surprise this high,
but the Aggies have a roster
dripping with 5-star talent.
With Kyle Allen and Myles
Garrett, A&M could be
dangerous.
3. Alabama: We can expect
a little slip from the Tide.
They lost a ton of talent to
the NFL.
4. Ole Miss: The Rebels
could have the nation’s best
defense, but I’m not sold on
Chad Kelly at quarterback.
5. Arkansas: They’ll be
improved, but the record
may not reflect it in the
way many of you think it
should. Expect Arkansas to
be middle of the pack in the
West, which in the last few
years hasn’t necessarily been
a bad thing.
6. LSU: It’s crazy to imagine the Tigers finishing this
low, but outside of Leonard
Fournette, I’m not confident
in their offense’s ability to
score enough to win a lot
of games.
7. Mississippi State:
Someone has to finish last.
Their problem is they lost a
lot of the talent that made
them great in 2014.
DAVID SALLEY is sports
editor for the 2015-2016
Bison. He may be contacted at
dsalley@harding.edu.
Twitter: @dsalley24
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Freshman running back Brandon Gates, junior quarterback Park Parish, junior running back Eric Simmons, and linebacker Benjamin
Shields look to make an impact in 2015. Harding plays Oklahoma Baptist University Saturday in Shawnee, Oklahoma, at 11 a.m.

Parish, Bisons football ready for next step

Despite the loss of elite offensive players, Bisons reload, aim for GAC crown
By David Salley
Sports Editor

After reaching the postseason in three consecutive
years with a strong core of
elite players, Harding football
will go through a changing
of the guard offensively in
2015.
Gone are All-Americans
Donatella L uc kett and
Romo Westbrook, as well as
veteran quarterback Keenan
Kellett. Instead, the Bisons
will now look to a young,
but experienced group of
players to take the reins of
one of the nation’s strongest
rushing attacks.
Headlining the new starters
this year is redshirt junior
quarterback Park Parish,
who has been waiting for
his chance to lead this team.
“It’s tough the first couple
years, just sitting and learning,” Parish said. “It’s a great
process and with our offense

it’s something that has to be
done, but it’s just kind of a
relief to know it’s finally my
turn and all the work I’ve
put in these last three years
is going to pay off.”
Parish, despite having
never started a game, comes
in with a ton of experience
as the backup quarterback.
He saw action in 15 games
over the last two seasons,
rushing 55 times for 425
yards and five touchdowns
in that span. It is that experience, he said, that gives
him so much confidence
going into this fall.
“ L ast year I had the
opportunity to go in just
about every game we played
in, so I got to see almost all
the defenses that people will
throw at us,” Parish said.
“Having the ability to learn
from Keenan and Kelvin
(Martin) and getting to see
the way they ran the offense

and then getting to do it a
little bit myself makes me
feel very prepared.”
Parish is not the only one
confident in his abilities. Head
coach Ronnie Huckeba said
he expects big things from
Parish in his first season as
the starter.
“One thing we believe
is that you really change
the way the defense has to
prepare for you and play
you on game day when you
have a homerun-hitter at
quarterback,” Huckeba said.
“(Parish) has done a great
job of reading the offense
when he’s in there, and that’s
the first thing you have to
do: you have to make good
decisions.”
Parish will not do it all
by himself, though. The
Bisons, despite the loss of
Westbrook, return a talented
backfield. They will be led by
Great American Conference

(GAC) Freshman of the Year,
runningback Zach Shelley,
as well as junior backs Eric
Kelly and Eric Simmons.
Junior Matt Tenison will join
them, replacing Westbrook
at fullback. Losing Luckett
at receiver is a challenge, but
sophomore Andrew Dather
and junior Davis Holliman
are ready to step into bigger
roles.
Harding also returns
many of the players from
the nation’s ninth ranked
total defense in 2014. Veterans like senior cornerback
Trendall Stevenson and
junior defensive lineman
Trevon Biglow will look to
lead what should be one of
the top defensive units in
the GAC, if not the country,
once again.
With as much returning
talent as the Bisons have,
Huckeba knows that expectations are high, but he

said that those come with
the territory.
“We welcome the expectations,” Huckeba said. “We’re
at the point in our program
where we expect to win, we
expect to compete for the
conference championship
year to year. A lot of our
guys have experience - they
just haven’t started yet, and
there is a difference, so we’ll
see how they respond to it.”
For Parish, Saturday has
been a long time coming and
when he runs out onto the
field, he said he will be ready.
“It’s going to be a good
feeling,” Parish said. “It’s been
almost four years since I’ve
run onto the field to start a
game, so I’m excited about
it and just ready to go.”
The Bisons kick off their
season on Saturday at 11
a.m. in Shawnee, Oklahoma,
against Oklahoma Baptist
University.

Women’s soccer hoping for quick start in 2015
By Jordan Doyle
Beat Reporter

The women’s soccer team
will play the first game of
the season in St. Joseph,
Missouri against Emporia
State University today,
Friday, Sept. 4 at 2:30 p.m.
Head coach Greg Harris
said the team has been
preparing by changing
former habits.
“ We ’r e l o o k i n g t o
change up some things,
some formations, the way
we play and how we look
on the field,” Harris said.
“We’re not changing our
style, just our formation
and how we play tactically
within the game.”
Harris said he hopes
that by doing this, the team
will have a fast start to the
season and will come out
with a win.
“We’ve started off slow
the past couple of years and
we want to change that,”
Harris said. “We want to
get off to a quicker start.
Our girls have done that,
I think, by coming in more
prepared and more fit than
I have seen in years.”
Senior defender Ellie
Buttram, one of three team
captains, said she believes
the team needs a different

AMANDA FLOYD | The Bison

The Lady Bisons play today at 2:30 p.m. in St. Joseph, Missouri, against Missouri Western State.

mindset in order to improve
from last season.
“I think we could improve
on consistency and being
good every time we step
out on the field, because
we definitely have that
potential,” Buttram said.
“We just need to have a
better culture of winning,
and not get used to losing.
We need to always find a
way to win no matter what.
It’s just an attitude and a
mindset, really.”

Buttram said the team
leaders have been trying
to help form a good team
outlook. Even though the
team has three captains,
all six seniors on the team
are all leaders, according
to Harris.
Audrey Adkison, senior
midfielder, is also one of
the team captains. She said
having six seniors on the
team is a huge advantage
the women’s soccer program
has not had in a while.

“We’ve all had so much
experience and have been
through three years of college
soccer, and so that gives us
confidence,” Adkison said.
“We know what we want,
so that makes it easier for
us to be able to instill that
confidence in the younger
players and to help them
be the best that they can.”
One game Adkison and
Buttram are looking forward to is the one against
Ouachita Baptist University

(OBU). Last season, the
Lady Bisons lost to OBU
in the first round of the
Great American Conference
tournament.
“(O uachita Baptist
University) went on to win
the conference tournament,
and I just feel like we were
much better than them,
and that should’ve been
us,” Buttram said. “I’m just
really looking forward to
that game because it’s a
big rivalry.”
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Men’s soccer preps to play in new conference
By Savanna DiStefano
Features Editor

The men’s soccer team
will play in the new Great
American Conference (GAC)
for the first time this fall. The
conference includes Ouachita
Baptist University, Southern
Nazarene University and
new opponent Oklahoma
Baptist University.
“(The new conference)
means a fresh start, and,
especially in the conference,
we have a little bit more
of an objective to win and
send a message to those

in our region that we are
competitive,” head coach
Odie Guzman said. “I think
we have a great team that
can compete, and I think we
will make a good run for it.”
According to senior team
captain Chris Walker, the
Bisons have a nice blend
of young talent and veteran
leadership, which they hope
will propel them to the program’s first winning season
and conference title.
“(The freshmen) add
work ethic,” Walker said.
“They add a certain spark

because they ’re here to
prove themselves, and that
challenges the older guys
because they have to keep
their spot. It challenges them
to keep improving and to
keep teaching younger guys;
so it’s good.”
The Bisons were ranked
third in the GAC preseason
coaches poll. Guzman said
he hopes to change the face
of the soccer program from a
losing team to a winning one.
“We need to prove the
critics and coaches wrong,”
Guzman said. “I think we

were underrated, but it gives
us a chip on our shoulder; it
gives us something to play
for. I think the majority of
the locker room agrees we
want a little more respect,
but we understand that it’s
not going to be given to us.
We need to work for it, and
all these guys are working
for it.”
Senior captain Josiah
Ireland said that with hard
work and the right mindset;
all of the team’s goals are
attainable.
“If you’re going to go

into something, you have
to believe it full-heartedly,”
Ireland said. “I’m not going to
go into any game expecting
to lose or expecting a tie or
draw. When we strap on
our stuff, we’re going to go
out there expecting to win
because that’s what we have
to do.”
The Bisons’ next home
game will be Sept. 5 against
Oklahoma Christian University. The first GAC game
will be Sept. 24 at home
against Oklahoma Baptist
University.

Volleyball sets sights on top spot in GAC
After 4th place finish in 2014, Lady Bisons work to regain championship-form

By Caleb Rowan
Asst. Sports Editor

Heading into her fourth
year with the Lady Bison
volleyball team, head
coach Meredith Fear has
challenged her young team
with a simple charge: Be
relentless.
“Coach always has a
theme, and this year it’s being
relentless,” senior outside
hitter Molly Howard said.
“We need to really make
sure no matter who we’re
playing, no matter what
we’re doing, whether it’s a
scrimmage, whether it’s a
practice, whether it’s yoga
day, we’re out there doing

things for a purpose.”
The Lady Bisons will
need to buy in to compete
in the Great American
Conference (GAC).
“The GAC is getting
tougher every year,” Fear
said. “This year the biggest
difference is the addition of
Oklahoma Baptist (University). They were NAIA
(National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics),
and they came in and were
voted fourth preseason, which
tells you how competitive
they can be.”
After losing three seniors,
this year’s group has a more
youthful look with seven

freshmen on the roster.
“Every year you have a
new team, and this year our
dynamic is that we’re really
young,” Howard said.
Both she and Fear still
have high hopes for the
season, despite the inexperience.
“With this team, we’re
just going to keep getting
better week by week,” Fear
said. She said she sees the
upcoming season as an
opportunity for new girls
to step up and contribute
immediately.
“I think overall it’s going
to be a good thing for our
program, and I’m excited to

kind of have a new base that
can grow with the program
over the next few years.”
The Lady Bisons will
look to get back on top of
the GAC after finishing
fourth last year.
They will rely heavily
on Howard, who switched
positions in the offseason,
transitioning from right
side to outside hitter.
“ I tr ied to step into
that role early on, and for
me, I just need to keep
that leadership mindset,”
Howard said. “I’ve already
transitioned in the spring,
now it’s just putting it into
game-like situations. It’s

not just about me, it’s about
making sure everyone is on
the same page.”
Four juniors will also
join Howard as the team’s
leaders: setter Abigail Glosup,
middle blocker Sara Smith,
and defensive specialists
Anna Leigh Cargile and
Bianca Trevino.
“ We have a legacy to
uphold,” said Howard. “We
always have high expectations
for Harding volleyball.”
The Lady Bisons open play
Friday, Sept. 4 at 1:30 p.m.
against Texas A&M-Commerce at the Texas Women’s
Hilton Garden Inn Classic
in Denton, Texas.
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Head coach Meredith Fear addresses her team during last fall’s scrimmage with Lyon College on Sept. 2, 2014. The Lady Bisons
first game is today in Denton, Texas, against Texas A&M University-Commerce, as a part of the Hilton Garden Inn Classic.

Our Athletes’ Views
on Pop Culture

If you could have an
endless supply of any
food, what would it be?
Minions are ____?

PC or Mac?

What is your most recent
guilty pleasure song?

Work on
GAC alters
club sports
schedule

By Hunter Beck
Web Editor

Club sports began early
this year, as flag football teams
opened play this week. The
early start is one of several
changes to club sports this
year due to the upcoming
renovations of the Ganus
Athletic Center (GAC).
According to Jim Gowen,
Director of Club Sports,
the renovations will render
the GAC unavailable for
the spring semester. With
basketball typically being
played in the GAC during
the spring, Gowen decided
to rearrange the schedule, as
basketball is the most popular
club sport, with 105 total teams
competing last year.
This semester, football,
volleyball and basketball
comprise the schedule for
club sports. Basketball is
replacing fall softball to ensure that both basketball and
volleyball can be played in the
GAC before the renovations
begin. According to Gowen,
the basketball championship
is scheduled for the Tuesday
before Thanksgiving break.
In the spring, clubs will
compete in soccer and softball, with the swim meet
taking place in February
and the track meet in April.
According to Head Intramural
Assistant senior Andrew
Mauldin, soccer and softball
will be played interchangeably
throughout the semester to
accommodate for weather
and field conditions.
As club sports begin, TNT
looks to win men’s large club A
team for the third consecutive
year. The roles reversed in B
team competition, as Sub T-16
finished two points ahead of
TNT for first place overall.
In women’s sports, last
year’s large club A team
championship ended in a tie
between Ju Go Ju and Delta
Gamma Rho.
In the men’s small club
division, Omega Phi defends
first place finishes in both A
and B team.
Consistency was key for
Sigma Phi Mu last year, who
finished first in women’s small
club A by one point over
Iota Chi.
See pictures from the
first week of flag football at
TheLink.com

Curits Hunt

Davis Hudson

Larkin Hatcher

Daniel Evans

Savanna Jackson

Soccer

Football

Soccer

Cross Country

Cheerleading

Peanuts.

Raw
Oysters.

Ice Cream.

Pizza.

Chipotle.
End of story.

Flying units in
Clash of Clans.

David Downs.

Love.

Bilingual.

Characters in movies
that I have not
seen.

PC.

PC.

Mac.

Not sure, mine
says “HP” on it.

Mac.

“Bad Blood”
by Taylor Swift.

“Cheerleader”
by Omi.

“The Bertha Butt
Boogie” or anything
by Doris Day.

“Kiss From a
Rose” by Seal.

“Salute”
by Little Mix.
#pickpi
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Harding alumnus
implements
new
4B | Friday, September 4, 2015
prison program
after years of working on
curriculum and issues of
In June 2015, local legality, Likewise Inc. was
Harding alumnus Dr. Jeffery founded in June 2015.
Kreh founded an organizaThe name of the orgation committed to giving nization stems from Luke
inmates a second chance 10:27 where Jesus calls the
through higher education. disciples to “do likewise.”
“Education changes Kreh said his desire is to
people,” Kreh said while he have a “great commission
explained how education approach to learning.”
AMANDA FLOYD| The Bison
affects an inmate’s behavior
This fall, Kreh and his
Taco Bell supervisor Lisa Sparkman prepares dinner for Harding students on
after being released.
team are planning to impleSept. 1. Sparkman has worked for Aramark since August 2006.
Kreh’s passion for helping ment their program for the
inmates began in October first time into Tucker Unit,
2003 when he and a group an Arkansas Department of
of friends performed a vocal Corrections prison southeast
concert for 350 inmates. of Little Rock, Arkansas.
Kreh said he was touched According to Kreh the
by the enthusiasm of the program will begin with a
inmates and that God five week course that will
began placing the vision of aid in determining which
Likewise Inc. on his heart. prisoners are more dedicated
days you have horrible days.”
By Garrett Howard
Kreh said while per- to learning and will have
According to Sparkman, Mondays,
Student Writer
forming
for the prisoners he priority on the associate
Taco Bell employee Lisa Sparkman Wednesdays and Fridays are the most
was recently promoted to supervisor at hectic workdays, especially during the 2 thought there was something degree program wait list
After this aspect of the
the restaurant located in the university’s p.m. happy hour. Despite the daily feeding more he could do.
“Two things can make program is fully functioning,
frenzies, Sparkman said she recognizes
Student Center.
the greatest difference,” the next step is to provide
“I’m the one who makes sure everything familiar faces that frequently stop by.
Sparkman has worked in multiple President Bruce McLarty, an education in a family
around here gets done,” Sparkman said.
Sparkman’s new position includes locations in the Student Center where a member of the Executive setting for the children of
taking food orders, giving orders to other Sparkman has worked since joining the Advisory Council for Like- prisoners, Kreh said. His
employees and transporting files to various Aramark staff in August 2006. She has wise Inc., said. “The first is dream is to connect the
offices in the Student Center. According to also worked at Java City and Chick-fil-A. a faith commitment that families of prisoners with
“It can get quite boring after a while,” gives people the power to religious organizations and
Sparkman, being the Taco Bell supervisor
is not all fame and glory in the kitchen; Sparkman said. “As for smelling it every change in their lives, and home-schooled families
the mass of students keep Sparkman and day, there are some mornings when I come the second would be an who are willing to take
in here and just go, ‘Bleh!’”
other employees busy every day.
education that gives them these children from broken
As Sparkman takes on her new position, an opportunity that they homes and educate them
“It’s a day to day job,” Sparkman said.
“You know, some days you have good days, she will continue to make sure there is never imagined before.”
along side their own children.
some days you have alright days, and some never a shortage of crunch wraps and tacos.
According to Kreh,
After the program is
By Sara Denney
Student Writer

A quick look behind
the beans at Taco Bell
Something to taco ‘bout

fully functioning, there will
be many opportunities for
Harding students to become
involved, especially in the
areas of teaching. Likewise
Inc. will be looking for
teachers who have a passion
for educating those in need.
Students who have
recently graduated with a
bachelor’s degree will be
eligible to teach within the
program,since only associates
degrees are being earned
within the prison during
the first stages, according
to Kreh.
Other universities take
part in prison programs as
well. Lipscomb University
in Nashville, Tennessee,
participates in a program
called LIFE (Lipscomb
Initiative For Education)
according to founder and
coordinator Robert Goode
from Lipscomb University.
The LIFE program
takes teachers and female
Lipscomb students into
the women’s prison to have
class with inmates.
After the semester has
ended, many students “will
go visit on weekends and
continue that friendship for
years,” Goode said.
For more information
or to get involved with
Likewise Inc. contact Kreh
at jeffkreh@gmail.com.

New stories and new goals with the SA
an earlier memoir, “Blue Like Jazz.” Miller comes to the
realization that he did not live a very interesting story.
“When I started thinking of my life as a story like
Senior Kyle Johnson’s story at Harding began in
the fall of 2012. With a strong faith and family back- Miller did, it changed my perspective on things,”
ground, his self-confidence was firm, but nevertheless, Johnson said.
The theme, crafted by Johnson and implemented by
the question of acceptance in a new town among new
people lingered in the back of his mind as he began an the SA, includes three levels: personal story, Harding’s
story and God’s story. Johnson said the aim is for the
uncharted chapter of his life.
Three years later, Johnson looks back on the acceptance three levels to work together to achieve a mutually
he’s received since day one and looks forward to using beneficial relationship.
“It takes the idea of a story and makes it bigger than
it to lead the Student Association (SA) as president.
“I’ve been given confidence in the way I’ve been just being able to share cool adventures,” Johnson said.
accepted, and now I plan to lead in the way I’ve been “But rather, unpacks it to ask ‘How do you live a story
that glorifies God and furthers the story of Harding?’”
affirmed over the years,” Johnson said.
One of the tangible goals of the SA is to put pressure
The SA theme for the 2015-2016 school year is
“Story.” Johnson said the inspiration for the theme came on the advising program to make adjustments.
“A majority of the students and faculty see flaws in
from the book “A Million Miles in a Thousand Years”
by Donald Miller. The novel describes Miller’s journey the advising system, so obviously something needs to
of having his life made into a movie after the success of change,” Johnson said.
By Kaleb Turner
Editorial Asst.

Another goal is to continue past ideas and events like
town hall meetings. According to Johnson, the meetings
have proven to be a successful channel for students to
express their frustrations, but also “to see that the faculty
has reasons for the way things are.”
Johnson said the representation of the students
cannot happen without students reaching out to those
representing them. With that in mind, the SA hopes to
increase communication between members and students.
Johnson said the SA can be reached by email, office visits
or stopping members when seen on campus.
“I’d like the students to know that we utilized our
strengths to do what we could, while keeping realistic
expectations and ideas,” Johnson said. “We were comfortable with leading where we think we were able to lead.”
As the school year begins, Johnson said the ultimate
goal of the SA is for students to create their own story
— a story that impacts Harding and works in harmony
with God’s mission.

Harding senior releases first album
mento, California. He flew
from Arkansas to California
S e n i o r J a m e s M o r g a n for five days to assist Morgan
strummed his guitar alone in with his album. The friends
worked with producer Rich
his California backyard.
“That was back then when Ayres, who started his business
the world never told the truth,” around 2006 and opened for
he sang. “That was back then Willie Nelson.
Morgan said he used prowhen the skeletons entered
fessional
equipment while
the room.”
In the midst of his personal recording, including a 2006
performance, he was inter- Martin 45 guitar and sound
rupted by his father with a board Ayres said he purchased
proposition: Morgan’s parents from a broker in the Nashville
would pay for studio time if area. He said the board was
he would record the songs he used to record artists like Dolly
Parton and Emmylou Harris.
had written.
“I can’t say ‘I played with
“It was like all these different
ideas of what could come of this person’ or ‘I recorded
this, different possibilities; it in that studio,’ but I can say
was just very, very exciting,” ‘the sound board they used
Morgan said. “It was a thrill, for Dolly Parton’,” Morgan
and it was kind of hard to said. “This is a legit thing, it’s
not just some guy who runs
sleep sometimes.”
M o r g a n q u i c k l y c a l l e d a recording studio; it’s a guy
Harding alumnus. Morgan who takes it seriously.”
Ayres contacted two wellsaid he and Morris worked
well together due to being k n o w n m u s i c i a n s t o a d d
instrumentals to Morgan’s
good friends.
After a quick Google search, track. Drummer Keith EdMorris discovered River City wards, who played with artists
Recording Studio in Sacra- Ricky Skaggs, Chuck Gifford
By Savanna DiStefano
Features Editor

and Gary Chapman, recorded
with Morgan in the studio.
The track was also sent to
Marty Rifken, who played with
artists Tom Petty, Elton John,
Dwight Yoakam and Weird Al
Yankovic, to add steel guitar.
Morgan sang and played
guitar and Morris added guitar,
bass and mandolin. Celeste
Galicia, Morgan’s friend from
home, sang harmony on the
album.
“It was hard to not cr y
sometimes listening to it,”
Morgan said. “It was weird,
but it was like ‘this is real.’”
The five-track EP is titled
City of Trees, the motto of
his hometown, Woodland,
California. The album was
released in early August and is
available on CD Baby, iTunes,
Spotify and YouTube.
“(My music) speaks to where
I was at the time (of writing
it),” Morgan said. “It’s a really
genuine and honest connection
to me. Part of why I wanted
to put it out there is, one, I’m
proud of it, and two, music is
so important to our culture and

Courtesy of James Morgan

to our lives and to be able to
connect with friends or people across the world through
something that you produced
that’s authentic, I think that’s
a truly beautiful thing.”
Morgan has taken guitar
classes and participated in
Homecoming musicals and
Spring Sing and enjoys per-

forming for others. He said
if the opportunity arose to
make a career out of music
while settled with a family,
he would.
“I think he’s fantastic,” Ayres
said. “He certainly is as good
or better than any songwriter
out there who is doing it for
a career.”
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FIELD GUIDE
FROM THE MOUTHS
OF HARDING SENIORS

“I wish someone
had told me about
the red spots.”
-Taylor Tharpe
(parking)
“Have an open mind and try new
things whether that’s going out
late right before curfew or
asking that cute girl out on a date.”
-Ray Davis

“Get nine o’clock chapel
so you can go to the
caf for breakfast
from 9:30 to 10:00.”
-Alex Traughber

“Enjoy trips to Little Rock
and Krispy Kreme. Be willing to
say no to class work and be
willing to stay up later to enjoy
time with your friends and don’t
be too stressed about it.”
- Daniel Lowe

EMILY EASON|The Bison
Graduate student Ben Hansen is preparing to officiate his second wedding next year. Hansen said officiating
a wedding is one of the most frightening jobs he has done.

Students honored to help tie the knot
said he realized the gravity of the
responsibility he had taken on.
There is an undeniable wedding
“I went to a wedding just to see
culture that surrounds Harding. Each
what it was like, because I hadn’t
year, many students decide to tie the
been to a wedding in years,” Adair
knot before graduation and want to
said. “It’s a lot of pressure.”
include as many friends as possible
Graduate student Ben Hansen
in their big day. One of the most
Junior Locke Adair, a youth and
officiated his first wedding at the
important aspects of any wedding is
family ministry major, is set to
age of 21, and is booked to perform
the officient.
officiate his first wedding this DeThe bride and groom often look
a second in the next year. Hansen
cember for Harding juniors Barrett
to someone special to conduct the
said even though he majored in
ceremony. As it turns out, ordination Henderson and Rachael Koch. Adair ministry, the idea of officiating
is a fairly easy process available to said what had been a longstanding
joke turned in to a reality after the weddings causes him some anxiety.
almost anyone.
“Doing a wedding is the scariest
According to Dr. Monte Cox, dean couple got engaged.
speaking
job I know of,” Hansen
“In
high
school
we
had
a
joke
that
of the College of Bible and Ministry,
said.
“I
would
much rather speak
most churches of Christ do not require I would officiate his wedding, but
the officiant to be ordained to perform I never really took him seriously,” in chapel or anywhere else, really.
a wedding. Cox said this idea most Adair said. “After they got engaged Because when you do a wedding
likely dates back to Martin Luther’s at Tahkodah (Henderson) gave me there are certain phrases you have
conviction in the priesthood of all a hug and said, ‘Alright so are you to hit on, and you can’t mess them
believers. If members of the church of
ready to do the wedding?’ Even up.”
Christ get ordained, they do so solely
Although both Adair and Hansen
then I just kind of dismissed it.”
to follow the law.
expressed
that they felt inexperienced
Adair said he talked about it
“For legal purposes, if someone wants
because of their age, they said they
to perform a wedding in the state of seriously with Henderson and
were honored and excited to be
Arkansas, they go to the county Koch a few days later, and agreed
entrusted with such an important
court house, get an ordination paper to be the officiant. After thinking
and they take it to the elders,” Cox about it for a couple of days, he role in the lives of their friends.

By Rachel Brackins
Head Copy Editor

said. “There have to be three elders
from a given congregation that say
‘this person is an ordained minister
in the churches of Christ.’ They sign
it, take it back to the courthouse
and it gets recorded there. And
that’s it. That is ordination.”

AMANDA FLOYD| The Bison

“Sing to yourself in
the shower to improve
your self-esteem
and don’t get married.”
-Mary Joy Lewis

“If you don’t join a social club
as a freshman, then enjoy the time
you aren’t in one. You can get a better
idea of who you are and who you want to
hang out with. But definitely do
Spring Sing, even if you aren’t in a club.”
- Alissa Buckner

Graphic by Tori Strother

Clean, healthy hair
By April Jones
Guest Writer

Like every other self-respecting
freshman, I started my first year at
Harding trying to reinvent myself
and my style, starting with my hair.
(P.S. freshmen, that’s a joke. You
do you.) It was a different color
every month, constantly tortured
by hair product, curling irons and
straighteners. By the beginning of
my sophomore year, it was fried
beyond repair.In a desperate attempt
to salvage my once-beautiful locks,
I went to the trusty internet and
read every blog and article about
the new fad of nixing shampoo
from your shower routine. While
it sounded slightly unhygienic, I
was willing to do whatever was
necessary. The bloggers made
shampoo sound like an evil villain,
stripping your hair of health with
harmful chemicals. These articles
promised healthy, beautiful hair
in no time.
It sounded like a pretty sweet
gig, so in my usual spontaneous
fashion, I chopped all of my dead
ends and decided to go product
and heat-free for a whole year.
Worst. Decision. Of. My. Life. I
neglected to remember that my
hair gets fairly greasy fast, and
by day three, I looked like I was
auditioning for a role in “The
Outsiders” or “Grease.” I read a
few forums, and everyone said
that the grease went away after a

few days. “Trust us,” they said. “It
will never be dirty again,”they said.
Wrong. I am not sure how these
bloggers spent their time, or where
they live, but I highly doubt any
of them are in a marching band
in Arkansas. (My Northeast Texas
heart is convinced this is the most
humid place in the world, besides
maybe the Amazon. Maybe.) I
was miserable; I felt frumpy and
gross, and my hair did not seem
any healthier than normal.
After a month, I caved. I ran
to the nearest convenience store,
grabbed the first bottle of shampoo I saw and went to town. I am
pretty sure my hair was singing
Handel’s “Hallelujah” chorus for
the whole hour and a half that I
had to wash it in order to get all
of the grease out. In hind sight,
I wish I would have thought to
collect all of the oil as it spilled
out of my hair in crashing waves.
I ended up spending $35 on an
oil change the next day, and I
could have saved that money for
something else.
Now, I just use all organic
hair products and avoid curling
or straightening my hair more
than twice a week. Boys and girls,
(because we all know those man
buns need your attention, too)
you do not have to go to extreme
measures to have healthy locks.
Love your hair, and it will love
you back.

Victorian-era themed restaurant takes customers back in time
By Chris Connell
Asst. Web Editor

Sometimes in life you
end up in a certain place and
wonder how in the world
you got there. I recently
experienced this when I ate
at a new restaurant here in
Searcy calledThe Old English
Tea House located on Race
Street across from Cash Saver.
The restaurant is open from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday
through Friday. I found a

female friend who was happy
to go with me, which was a
good thing for reasons that
will become apparent later.
I walked through the door
into the restaurant,everything
changed.
It was as if we had stepped
through a portal and had been
transported to Victorian Era
England, minus the clothes.
The ceiling was very high
and there was a fireplace
on one of the walls. It was
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very apparent that it had
been decorated by a woman.
The napkins were even pink.
Imagine a scene from an Old
West film where someone
looking for trouble walks into
a saloon and everyone stops
and stares at him. I would say
that sums up how I felt when
I walked in. I was very ready
to get out of there. However,
I kept my cool and everyone
returned to their meals, so
my friend and I sat down.
If two guys had walked in
there, I am pretty sure the
place would have exploded
due to excessive testosterone.
As we sat down, I immediately noticed the flower
centerpieces and the gold
silverware. For a split second,
I thought I had been tricked
into taking an etiquette class,
which is exactly how my friend

described it. I immediately
realized how silly I was being,
as the waitress came over to
take our order.
The good news is that
the food is delightful. With
more than 30 kinds of teas
on the menu, they definitely
live up to the “tea house”
part of their name. These
include fruit, mint, and even
chocolate flavored teas. The
best part is that the tea comes
in a pot. For the “Alice in
Wonderland” fans, you can
imagine you are the Mad
Hatter pouring yourself a
cup of tea. They also offer
honey and sugar to go with it.
I ordered the strawberry-kiwi
tea and my friend ordered the
mint chocolate. Both were
good, although I prefer the
strawberry-kiwi.
They also offer sandwiches

that change from day-to-day.
When I visited,the sandwiches
offered were a deli Reuben,
a ham salad, an Italian, and
an avocado pesto. Also, they
make their sandwiches small
so that you can try them all,
which is what I did.The way
it works is that you can do
afternoon tea, sandwich tea,
or full afternoon tea. Per their
recommendation, I got the
sandwich tea.Of the four,my
favorite was the Reuben. It
hadThousand Island dressing,
homemade horseradish sauce,
corned beef, sauerkraut and
Swiss cheese.
Last but not least are the
scones.These do not change
from day to day. They offer
three types of scone: blueberry,
raspberry white chocolate,and
apple cinnamon. I ordered
the raspberry white chocolate,

which was very good. For
the scones, they bring a plate
of strawberry jam as well as
cream and lemon curd, both
of which are homemade.
All in all, I would definitely
recommend this restaurant
since I did manage to enjoy
it despite the awkwardness. I
do think it would be a great
place for date nights, which
is something they talked
about having once a month.
It costs about $20 or less
per person, but I think that
is worth it for the quantity
and quality of food you would
get. They also offer party
packages for birthdays, bridal
showers,and luncheons.More
information can be found on
their Facebook page.
Whenever you are craving
a spot of tea, the Old English
Tea House is the place to go.

